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Preliminary Amendment 

one or more of the following reasons: (i) to remove drawing reference numerals 
unnecessary under U.S. practice; (ii) to remove or reduce multiple dependent claims 
to reduce the filing fee; (iii) to revise the original language originating in a foreign 
country to better conform to customary English usage and style for U.S. patent 
claiming; (iv) to revise original non-U. S. claim terminology into more appropriate 
English claim terms having a scope of meaning consistent with the original intended 
language in preparation for U.S. examination; (iv) to remove limitations having an 
effect in a foreign country which is different and unintended under U.S. practice (i.e., 
changing "consisting of" to "comprising"); (v) to remove or amend original claim 
language that could be regarded as alternative expressions that are acceptable 
under foreign patent practice but possibly subject to objection under U.S. practice, 
typically having a broadening or neutral effect in the amended claim; and/or (vi) to 
improve the clarity or meaning of the original language. 

In the case of amendments effectively changing an original claim element expressed 
as a "means plus function" that could raise a presumption of claim expression under 
35 U.S.C. 112, 6 th paragraph to a structural expression or to an expression removing 
the presumption of a "means-plus-function" statement, it is not intended to narrow 
the claim so amended for purposes of patentability, but rather to place the claim in a 
form considered to be intended by the applicant from a foreign country where claim 
limitations described in terms of means-plus-function do not have the same effect as 
under U.S. practice. Thus, such amendments are intended to establish a full range of 
equivalents to the claim elements so amended under the U.S. doctrine of equivalents 
and beyond the range associated with "means-plus-function" expressions according 
to 35 U.S.C. 112, 6 th paragraph, just as if the claim so amended was presented 
originally in its amended form. 

All rights are reserved to the original disclosed and claimed subject matter 
and any cancellation of claims is made without prejudice or disclaimer. 
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LIST OF CURRENT CLAIMS 

1 . (Original) A toothbrush comprising: 

an elongated handle with handle grip on first end joined to handle head on 
second end via neck of said elongated handle; and 

a brush head having a bristle pad with array of bristles projecting from bottom 
side of said bristle pad and an elastic casing with its access disposed on top side of 
said bristle pad, characterized by said elongated handle being engaged with said 
brush head by means of inserting the handle head into the casing through its access, 
said access is at least one through hole, and said elongated handle can be 
disengaged from the brush head after engagement of the brush head with the 
elongated handle by the handle head taken out of said through hole of the access, 
said brush head secured to said handle head by a locking means, said locking 
means is a toolless locking means formed by at least one pair of fitting extended pin 
and through hole, where said extended pin is located on said handle head and said 
through hole on said brush head, and location of said extended pin and said through 
hole must be in such a manner that said extended pin will securely fit in said through 
hole after said handle head has been fully inserted into said brush head. 

2. (Original) The toothbrush as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said casing is 
formed by a base portion, opposing side walls and a bristle pad, where said base 
portion is joined to said bristle pad by means of said opposing side walls. 

3. (Original) The toothbrush as claimed in claim 2, wherein said casing 
having an opening to a cavity of said casing is located at first end of said brush head, 
where said cavity is defined by interior surfaces of said base portion, said opposing 
side walls and top side of said bristle pad. 

4. (Original) The toothbrush as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said brush head 
has its second end enclosed by a second end wall which is joined to both of said 
bristle pad and said base portion to form part of said casing. 
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5. (Original) The toothbrush as claimed in claim 4, wherein a first end wall 
opposing second end wall, having said opening is joined to said base portion and 
said bristle pad to form part of said casing, where first embodiment of said base 
portion and said second end wall are made of elastic material. 

6. (Original) The toothbrush as claimed in claim 5, wherein said opening 
having the shape corresponds to cross-section of said neck of said handle when said 
handle head is fully inserted into said casing. 

7. (Currently Amended) The toothbrush as claimed in claim 2 any cla i m 1 
te-§, wherein said opposing side walls and first end wall are made of said elastic 
material. 

8. (Original) The toothbrush as claimed in claim 3, wherein said cavity is also 
defined by interior surfaces of both first end wall and second end wall where the 
second embodiment shape of said cavity conforms to shape of said handle head or 
said cavity having its thickness slightly thinner than the thickness of said handle 
head, so that said brush head encloses said handle head entirely except the part 
where said neck leads out of said brush head. 

9. (Currently Amended) The toothbrush as claimed in claim 1 any of c l a i ms 
1 to 8, wherein said toothbrush having adhesion and suction force that holds said 
brush head and said handle head together when there is no air in between surfaces 
of said handle head and surfaces of said cavity. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The toothbrush as claimed in claim 1 any of claims 
1 to 8, wherein said toothbrush having thicker handle head than the height of said 
cavity will cause gripping tension of the elastic base to enhance better holding onto 
the interior surfaces of the casing. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) The toothbrush as claimed in claim 1 any of claims 
1 to 10 , wherein said brush head can be formed with its exterior surfaces of said 
base portion, said opposing side walls and second end wall have textured surfaces 
in order that they act as a gum massager. 

12. (Currently Amended) The toothbrush as claimed in claim 7 any of c l a i ms 
1 and 11, wherein said elastic material enables permanent drawings to be imprinted, 
formed or molded on said casing. 

13. (Original) The toothbrush as claimed in claim 12, wherein said elastic 
material is an elastomeric material such as (Thermo Plastic Elastomer) TPE resin 
and said bristle pad is made of rigid material such as polypropylene or any other 
cohesive materials that is suitable for planting or tufting arrays of bristles and said 
elastic material and said rigid material are easily cohered to form said brush head. 

14. (Currently Amended) The toothbrush as claimed in claim 1 te^3, 
wherein said neck of said handle can be in the shapes of laterally at an angle to one 
side so that said brush head is at an angle to said handle grip when the toothbrush is 
viewed with end-on of said bristles in view; at an angle to one side so that said brush 
head is at a larger angle to said handle grip when the toothbrush is viewed with side- 
on of said bristles in view; or any other different angles to cater for different modular 
handles for different brushing needs. 

15. (Original) The toothbrush as claimed in claim 1, wherein said handle head 
of said toothbrush is flat, streamlined, symmetrical about its centre and thicker or 
equivalent in height to the cavity of said casing. 

16. (Original) The toothbrush as claimed in claim 1, wherein said extended pin 
and hole of the pair of locking means can be in any suitable shapes to secure said 
brush head to said elongated handle. 
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